Padma Vibhushan

DR. BINDESHWAR PATHAK (POSTHUMOUS)

Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak, the Founder of Sulabh International Social Service Organisation, is
widely recognised in India and the world for developing a low-cost two-pit pour-flush toilet system and
leading the nationwide social sanitation and reform movement since 1970.

2. Born on 02 April, 1943, in Rampur Bhagel, Bihar, Dr. Pathak, after graduating in 1964,
worked as a teacher before joining the Bihar Gandhi Centenary Celebration Committee in 1968, where
he was asked to restore the human rights and dignity of untouchables. In 1985, he completed his
doctorate from Patna University and in 1994 was awarded D.Litt for his work on “Eradication of
Manual Scavenging and Environmental Sanitation in India. - a Sociological study.”

3. Dr. Pathak's work had a dual impact on culture and community. Culturally, he used his toilet
model to advocate behaviour change by encouraging millions to adopt hygienic and safe sanitation
practices and good health. To achieve this, he led a door-to-door campaign to motivate and educate
the beneficiaries to convert their bucket latrines into Sulabh toilets. He also introduced the concept of
pay and use public toilets, and the first public toilet was built by Sulabh in Patna in 1974.

4. Dr. Pathak was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi for community work. He dedicated his life to
tirelessly working for the human rights of the manual scavengers, from the lowest stratum caste-
based system and were primarily women. His actions aimed at rehabilitating manual scavengers,
resorting to their dignity by providing alternative employment through skill development, present an
inspiring example of promoting peace, tolerance, and empowerment of women.

S. Dr. Pathak strongly advocated Prime Minister's flagship programme, Swachh Bharat Mission.
He significantly promoted his vision of making India free of open defecation and raising awareness
about Swachhata. His organisation, Sulabh International, was awarded the International Gandhi
Peace Prize (2016) for its contribution to improving the condition of sanitation in India and the
emancipation of manual scavengers. In 2016 Shri Pathak became the Brand Ambassador of the
Swachh Rail Mission of Indian Railways.

6. Dr. Pathak also contributed to improving widows' living conditions in the holy towns of
Vrindavan and Varanasi. His initiative for widows at the behest of the Supreme Court of India in 2012
was to emancipate the widows from all kinds of deprivations, restrictions and humiliations and
preserve their dignity. He improved their shelter homes and further created provisions for their
medical and livelihood needs.

7. Dr. Pathak won several national and international awards for his seminal contributions.
Prominent Awards include Padma Bhushan from the Government of India (1991), The International
Saint Francis Prize for Environment (1992), and the Stockholm Water Prize by Stockholm International
Water Institute (2009), Public Health Champion Award by WHO in New Delhi; '’2016 Humanitarian
Award' by New York Global Leaders Dialogue; '23™ Nikkei Asia Prize' in Japan etc. The Time magazine
selected him as one of the Heroes of the Environment for developing a low-cost toilet. He was ranked by
The Economist (November 2015) amongst the World's Top S0 diversity figures in public life. Mayor of the
City of New York, declared April 14,2016, as 'DR. BINDESHWAR PATHAK DAY".

8. Dr. Pathak passed away on 15" August, 2023.
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